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WEDNESDAY 
NOf EJOOK 
CAMPUS 
NEW CROWN-HOLDER ON 
CAMPUS 
THE UNIVERSITY HAS A 
NEW CROWN-HOLDER, AND 
SHE'S HOPING TO BECOME 
MISS BLACK U.S.A. FIND 
OUT WHO SHE IS INSIDE. 
PAGE 2 
NATION & WORLD 
ZIMBABWE GEARS UP FOR 
ELECTIONS 
ZIMBABWE 
IS GEARING 
UP FOR 
ELECTIONS 
TO BE HELD 
THURSDAY 
AMID CON-
CERNS OF 
VIOLENCE 
AND COR-
RUPTION. 
FIND OUT 
WHO THE 
CANDIDATES ARE AND IF 
THERE IS A CHANCE ZIMBA-
BWE PRESIDENT, HUBERT 
MUGABE WILL BE VOTED 
OUT OF OFFICE.PAGE 4 
SPORTS 
---ARENA FEVER-
IN 1981, JAMES F. FOSTER 
HAD A VISION. TWENTY-
FOUR YEARS LATER, THE 
ARENA FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
GIVES FANS SOMETHING TO 
SHOUT ABOUT ALL YEAR. 
PAGE9 
HU CALENDAR 
April 8 
LAST DAY TO DROP A CLASS 
April 28 
FORMAL CLASSES END 
WEATHER 
TODAY 
PARTLY CLOUDY 
High:65 
Low:45 
THURSDAY 
PM SHOWERS 
High:60 
Low:54 
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After fighting a long battle, Johnnie Cochran, 67, passed away Tuesday, from a brain tumor. Cochran made his start in police brutality cases and gained 
fame as an attorney for celebrities. He will be remembered as a great lawyer and a man of integrity. 
Famed Lawyer Died of Brain Tumor Yesterday 
BY JONATHAN DAVIS 
Contributing Writer 
University students. 
"It was very shocking and devas-
tating," Adam Hunter, a senior politi-
cal science and economics major, said. 
"America has lost a great legal thinker 
and litigator. It's a major loss to the legal 
system and the black community. n 
Throughout his entire career as an 
attorney, Johnnie Cochran put his best 
foot forward in his fight for truth and 
justice in defending famous celebrities 
and unknown figures. Unfortunately, the 
famed attorney lost one of the biggest 
battles anyone can ever face. 
Yesterday, in his Los Angles home, 
Cochran died of a brain tumor. Pastor 
William Epps ·of the Second Baptist 
Church, which Cochran attended for 18 
years, told CNN that Cochran had been 
in a hospice suffering from a neurologi-
cal problem. 
"It's very shocking," said April 
Harley, a junior English major. "I knew 
he was a little bit up in age, but I didn't 
know that he was that much older. I hope 
his family is okay with everything." 
His sudden death was a shock to a 
lot of people, including some Howard 
Johnnie L. Cochran, Jr., 67 accord-
ing to CNN .com, was born in Shreveport, 
La., on Oct. 2, 1937. He was the great-
grandson of a slave, grandson of a share-
cropper and son of an insurance sales-
man. 
He moved to Los Angles in 1949, 
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton encouraged students to remain 
aware of social security benefits and issues surrounding privatization of 
social security funds. 
Norton Holds Panel 
Discussion on Social Security 
BY KEVIN HARRIS 
Nation & World Editor 
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes 
Norton (D-D.C.) hosted a panel discus-
sion Tuesday on the future of social 
security and the impact privatizing 
the program will have on Howard 
University students. 
Joining Norton in the School of 
Business Auditorium was former 
Congresswo1nan Barbara Kennelly and 
Dr. Maya Rockeymoore, a social secu-
rity expert. Keeping in mind that most 
Howard students will not begin receiv-
ing retirement benefits for at least 40 
years, Norton said that students should 
not wait until their golden years to be 
concerned with social security because 
many are receiving benefits now with-
out realizing it. 
"Right now in a class at Howard 
University, many of you are sitting next 
to a person who is receiving social secu-
rity survivor benefits," Norton said. 
Survivor benefits are funds dis-
persed to a working person's family in 
the event that they die. Many women, 
who are vvidowed depend on survivor 
benefits to raise their families after 
See NORTON, News A5 
practice five years later. 
The case of the People v. Pro 
Football Hall of Farner O.J. Simpson in 
1994 brought Cochran worldwide fame. 
His catchphrase during the trail, "If it 
doesn't fit, you must acquit," would be 
quoted and parodied for years to come, 
according to msnbc.com. 
according to msnbc.com and in the 1950s 
was one of 24 black students that inte-
grated Los Angles High Schools. Cochran 
attended UCLA for college and received 
his law degree from Loyola Marymount 
University. He passed the California bar 
in 1963, and took a job in Los Angles as 
a deputy city attorney in the criminal 
division. 
He began his own law practice in 
1965 and eventually opened his own law 
firm called Cochran, Atkins & Evans. 
In the late 1970s, Cochran started to 
make his mark in the African-American 
community, litigating a number of high 
profile cases that dealt with police bru-
tality and cri1ninal cases. Cochran joined 
the Los Angles County district attorney's 
office in 1978, but returned to ·private 
By the jurors finding Simpson not 
guilty of the slaying of his ex-wife Nicole 
Brown Simpson and her friend Ronald 
Goldman, Cochran won a case that was 
considered the crowning achievement in 
his career. 
"The clients I've cared about the 
most are the No Js, the ones who nobody 
knows," said Cochran according to 
nisnbc.com. 
Annan Cleared in Oil 
For Food Progran1 
BY KEVIN HARRIS 
Nation & World Editor 
A report released yesterday said 
there is not enough evidence to convict 
embattled United Nations Secretary 
General Kofi Annan of any wrong doing 
in the Oil for Food scandal. 
An investigative committee, head-
ed by former U.S. Federal Reserve 
Chairman Paul Volcker, found that 
Annan did not pressure officials to 
award a $10 million contract to the 
Swiss company Cotecna Inspection, 
which employed his son. 
"Based on the record and lack of 
evidence of impropriety, it is the find-
ing of the committee that Cotecna was 
awarded the contract in 1998 on the 
ground that it was the lowest bidder," 
read a statement released along with 
the report. 
Tuesday's repo1t was not as kind 
to Annan's son Kojo, who alledgedly 
used his family connections to receive 
money in exchange for helping com-
panies secure contracts with the oil for 
food program. 
"Significant questions remain 
about Kojo Annan's actions during the 
fall of 1998 as well as the integrity of 
his business and financial dealings with 
respect to the oil for food program," 
a committee statement read. "He also 
'intentionally deceived the secretary 
general about this continuing financial 
relationship." 
The report, which was 144 pages, 
was the ~econd investigative report 
released on the mis1nanagement of 
more than $60 billion in the oil for food 
scandal. Though Annan was cleared, 
the report does suggest that the secre-
tary general was somewhat negligent 
in his handling of the program. "While' 
the scope of the second report is lim-
ited .. .it does deal with matters dealing 
directly with the Secretary General, Mr. 
Kofi Annan, and possible conflicts of 
interest," Volcker told reporters after 
the reports release. 
Annan, said in a press conference 
yesterday that he is aware of Volcker's 
comn1ents and said although this report 
was limited he is confident that a more 
thorough investigation would have the 
same conclusion. 
"But I knew that to be untrue and I 
was therefore absolutely confident that 
a thorough inquiry would clear me of 
any wrongdoing," Annan said. "After 
so many distressing and untrue allega-
tions have been made against me, this 
exoneration by the independent inqui-
ry obviously comes as a great relief." 
Officials for Cotecna Inspection 
also released a staten1ent Tuesday 
saying that the report vindicates their 
company as well. 
"The con1mittee's repo1t demon-
strates clearly what we have been say-
ing all along, that we were awarded 
this contract fairly, based on the merit 
of our proposal and on our worldwide 
leadership position in inspection ser-
vices," a statement from Cotecna CEO 
Robert Massey read. 
Des,l)ite the reports exoneration of 
Annan, U.S. legislators still continued 
their calls for the secretary general to 
resign. Among them was Republican 
senator Norm Coleman of Minnesota 
who says the report still concludes that 
Annan was negligent in managing the 
program. 
When asked at a press conference 
if he would resign, a defiant Annan 
answered "Hell no." Annan has been 
under increasing pressure to resign fol-
lowing the scandal as well as reports 
that U.N. peace keepers have raped 
girls as young as seven while on peace-
keeping missions in Africa. 
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The University wants to make certain that the Howard University Community is aware of the 
status of the University's efforts to reach a new Collective Bargaining Agreement with Local 82, 
Service Employees International Union (SEIU). This Union represents custodians, grounds 
keepers, housekeeping, maintenance technicians, drivers, etc. The University has reached 
agreement with Local 82 on all non-compensation issues. However, agreement has not been 
reached on across the board salary increases for union members. 
It is important to know that the salaries for Local 82 employees are at or within the market range 
for all similar positions at other institutions. The University has offered Local 82 members a 
package that could result in many of its members getting an eighteen percent increase over the 
next three years. The package calls for two sources of salary increases. First, the employees 
would receive a six percent increase over three years regardless of how they performed in their 
jobs during the three years. Second, each employee would receive additional performance based 
salary increases that are already built into the Collective Bargaining Agreement. Thus, under the 
University 's proposal, a union member could receive as much as a four percent increase for an 
excellent performance appraisal, plus the two percent across the board salary increase for a total 
increase of six percent in just one year. Over the three year life of the proposed Agreement, an . 
, I-> Dill 
exemplary employee could receive as much as an eighteen percent increase in salary. The 
University considers this to be a very fair and generous off er. 
Moreover, it is also important to know that all employees of Howard University enjoy one of the 
best benefits package among universities in the region, including excellent health benefits and 
remission of tuition. Remission of tuition allows all employees and their dependents to attend 
the University without cost. 
The University certainly hopes the union will accept this offer, and that the matter will be 
resolved quickly. The University will not, however, deviate from the pattern of fiscal 
responsibility that has characterized its decisions over past years. 
Jennifer James-Pryor 
Assistant Vice President 
Office of University Communications 
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Tension, Tempers Rise as Zimbabwe Nears Election Day 
BY NAEESA AZIZ 
Contributing Writer 
The government of Zimbabwe is set 
to hold elections this Thursday amid 
fears of violence and complaints that 
the vote may be rigged. 
Past reports of unfair election prac-
tices and the ruling party's 25 years 
in power have caused concern about 
possible rigging, intimidation and elec-
tion day violence.With the election a 
day away, President Robert Mugabe 
and the ruling party, Zimbabwe African 
National Union Patriotic Front (ZANU-
PF), have already been accused of with-
holding food aid from districts aligned 
with the opposition, bribing voters 
and monopolizing use of the state-run 
media. 
During the run up to elections, 
Mugabe and opponents who want 
him voted out of office have had some 
heated public exchanges. On Monday, 
Mugabe called one of the country's 
leading religious leaders an" inveter-
ate liar" after Archbishop Pius Ncube 
encouraged people to stage non-violent 
protests against the government. 
Ncube publicly accused Mugabe of 
rigging Thursday's election and with-
holding food from opposition support-
ers. 
"I hope that people get so disillu-
sioned that they really organize against 
the government and kick him out by a 
non-violent, popular, mass uprising," 
Ncube told a Johannesburg newspaper. 
"Because as it is, people have been too 
soft with this government. So people 
should pluck up just a bit of courage 
and stand up against him and chase 
him away." 
On Tuesday, Mugabe fired back 
hard, questioning Ncube's authority 
and calling him a '"half-wit." 
"I don't know to which God he 
prays to. His prayers are not as pious as 
his name suggests apparently," Mugabe 
told the Associated Press. "He is a half-
wit. I don't know why the Vatican toler-
ates such prayers of that nature." 
Thursday's elections will be held 
amid reports of mounting conflict and 
conspiracy surrounding the legitimacy 
. . ~ 
• 
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President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, of the Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) party, 
prepares for the upcoming elections to be held Thursday despite fears that the election may be rigged. 
of the vote and the future of the coun-
try's leadership. 
The Zimbabwean government 
agreed to abide by election guidelines 
set forth by the regional governing body, 
the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), however they have 
yet to meet most of the criteria, some of 
which directly contradict Zimbabwean 
law. 
Despite obvious contradictions, the 
SADC has said there is no reason to 
suspect that the elections will not be 
free and fair. 
"There is a growing suspicion in 
Zimbabwe that the sole objective of the 
SADC and South African observer mis-
sions is not to ensure the full expression 
of the 'one person, one vote' principle,' 
but to legitimize a victory for Mugabe's 
party,"' Welshman Ncube, a leader of 
the main opposition l\.1oven1ent for 
Democratic Change Party, told AP. 
Human rights organization 
Amnesty International has recently 
said that free and fair elections in the 
country are nearly ''impossible" given 
the "persistent, long-term and system-
atic violations of human rights and the 
government's repeated and deliberate 
. The Hilltop: · · . 
" . 
· Join the History 
We made history as the first HBCU Daily 
failure to bring to justice those sus-
pected to be responsible." 
The governinent has banned all 
election observers from countries who 
have given negative reports in past elec-
tions or those who have spoken out 
against the government. Among the 
invited are China, Iran, Venezuela and 
other members of the SADC. 
Although the elections are not pres-
idential, the results will have a deep 
resonance among Zimbabwe's top lead-
ership. Analysts predict that if the rul-
ing ZANU-PF party wins the major-
ity of seats in parliament, they may 
use the power to change the constitu-
tion to keep the party in power should 
something happen to 80 year-old 
Mugabe. If the opposition, Movement 
for Democratic Change (MDC), wins a 
majority of the seats, they may use that 
power to impeach the president. 
J.\1ugabe has been accusing the MDC 
of being in an alliance with the British 
in a plot to re-colonize the country, 
often calling out British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair personally and equating a 
vote for MDC as a vote for Blair. 
"No one can tell me that I am less 
a patriot than Robert J.\1ugabe, ~ J.\1DC 
leader Morgan Tsvangirai told Voice 
of America. "Tony Blair has nothing to 
do with Zimbabwe. If Mugabe wants 
to contest Tony Blair he should go to 
Britain." 
Protesting within the country con-
tinues to garner more international 
attention · as the election nears, but 
there has been a distinct silence on 
the part of other African leaders in the 
region. Unlike the outpouring of state-
ments against the 'coup' in Togo earlier 
this year, African leaders have remained 
quiet on this issue. 
South African president Thabo 
l\>1beki has taken the most blame as 
many in South Africa disagree with 
his tactics of "silent diplomacy." In 
addition to restrictive media and free 
speech laws, Zimbabwe is suffering an 
economic crisis as the country retains 
one of the highest inflation rates in the 
world. 
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Beco~e part of that history and join the Nation's Number One 
Collegiate newspaper! 
Applications are available to pick up at 
The Hilltop Office located on the P-level of the Howard Plaza West Towers 
Applications are due Friday April 15th to 
The Hilltop Office. 
Positions Available: 
Section Editors 
Asst. Section Editors 
Deputy Section Editors 
Photographers 
Staff Writers 
Online Editor 
Copy Editors 
Copy Chief 
Paginators 
T 
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Students Warned to Be 
Aware of Privatization 
NORTON, from Campus A 1 
their spouse dies. 
Brian Howard, a young resi-
dent of the District whose father 
died when he was 12, also spoke 
at Tuesday's event and told a 
crowded room of mostly seniors 
that his mother would have 
struggled to send him to college 
if she did not receive survivor 
benefits frmn social security. 
Howard said he wanted to make 
sure privatizing the program did 
not hurt other women who are 
in similar situations. 
"I want to make sure that 
privatization rloesn't take away 
from me and Howard students 
the benefits that helped me go 
to college and helped my mother 
raise me," Howard said. 
Norton said another rea-
son for her decision to hold 
the discussion on campus was 
because she is concerned that 
young blacks are not hearing the 
truth about privatization from 
President Bush, who says priva-
tizing social security will help 
younger workers, especially 
Blacks. 
"Seniors understand the 
issues facing social security, but 
what concerns me are the delib-
erate distortions in the notion of 
privatization that is being tar-
geted toward our young people," 
Norton said. 
Norton, as well as Kennelly, 
said President Bush is mislead-
ing African Americans when he 
says blacks will fair better under 
privatization because they have 
shorter life spans and die before 
getting back the money they put 
into the system. 
"I think the worst insult you 
could ever say is that minori-
ties stand to gain because they 
have shorter lifespans, n said 
Kennelly, the president and 
CEO of the National Committee 
to Preserve Social Security and 
Medicare. Kennelly, who served 
on the House Ways and Means 
Committee during her seven 
terms in office, said privatiza-
tion is big of a gamble to take 
with social security. 
"Tl1e market goes up and the 
market goes down," Kennelly 
said. "And when the market goes 
down, you will loose everything 
you gained when it was up." 
President Bush disagrees 
and, in speeches touting privati-
zatio.n, says privatizing the pro-
gram will help more Americans 
to escape poverty. 
Howard University Student 
Association President Conrad 
'Noody attended the discussion 
and said all Howard students 
should be concerned with what 
happens to social security. "We 
need to understand the need to 
take part in our own futures," 
Woody, a senior political science 
major, said. "Privatization is a 
way of gambling our future into 
the market so why not take part 
in that." 
, 
POLmCAL SCIENCE, HISTORY, THE GRADUATE SCHOOL, THE WOMEN STUDIES 
PROGRAM, 
THE RALPH J. BUNCHE INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS CENTER, 
THE INSTITUTE OF CARIBBEAN STUDIES, THE WOMEN AMBASSADORS 
FOUNDATION 
CORDIALLY INVITE YOU 
TO JOTN THE WOMEN AMBASSADORS 
AT 
THE \VOl\lEN AMBASSADORS CONFERENCE 
Angola - Austria - Belize - Bulgaria - Democratic Republic of Congo - Lesotho -
Liechtenstein - Luxembourg - Mauritius - Saint Lucia - Singapore - South Africa-
Trinidad and Tobago - Uganda - Zambia 
THEME 
"Redefining the international discourse & strengthening alliances" 
Date: Plenary on THURSDAY. MARCH 31. 2005 
Time: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Place: West Ballroom, Blackburn Center, Howard University 
Other sessions will take place on March 30 (3:00-4:30pm) and March 31 (all day) 
(See program on following page) 
For further information, Contact Organizer: Dr. Marilyn sephocle, Tel (202) 247 
7404 
or 806-5219, Fax: (202) 829-7718, Msepbocle@boward.edu 
The Women Ambassadors Conference 
PROGRAM 
March 30, 2005 (Ralph Bunche Center) 
3:00 - 4:30 p.m. Panels (1-11) 
- Languages, Security and International Cooperation 
- The European Union: views on expansion, Turkish integration 
and the strength of the Euro 
March 31st, 2005 (Blackburn Center, West Ballroom) 
10:00-12:00 Plenary 
- Statement by the women ambassadors 
- Address of the keynote speaker 
12:00- 1 :30 Reception 
1:30- 3:00 Panels (III-IV) 
- Addressing Instability in Africa through International Cooperation: 
Rwanda, lessons for the Sudan and the Multilaterals 
- The Role of African-Americans in Foreign Policy 
3:00- 4:30 Panels (V-VI) 
- International Preparedness and Responses to Natural Disasters 
- Views on Sustainable Development, Poverty Reduction and Debt Relief: from Davos to 
Porto Allegre 
4:30- 6:00 Panels (VII-VIII) 
- Islam today: Perceptions & Inner Struggles 
- World opinion on Irak & Public opinion in the Middle East: Today and Tomorrow 
6:00- 7:00 Wrap up 
7:00 Reception 
List of Invited Panel Members and Moderators: 
The Ambassadors of Bangladesh, Ivory Coast, Liechtenstein, Qatar, Rwanda, Senegal, Sri 
Lanka 
Professors Morris, Carr, Bakerville, Davis, King (HU), Ajami (JohnsHopkins), Clarence 
Lusanne (American U), Ron Walters (Maryland U) 
Nancy Birdsall (Frmr Executive VP of the IDB, Center for Global Development), Emira 
Woods (Institute for Policy Studies), 
Walter Kansteiner (Frmr Assistant Secretary for Africa), Ambassadors Pamela Bridgewater, 
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It's Deeper Than Gun Wounds 
The recent shootings at 
Red Lake High School saddened 
all of us as we watched people 
in despair on the news. This 
feeling wasn't too far removed 
from the many school shootings 
and the violent crin1es we see on 
television every day. 
To some degree we have 
: become used to hearing about 
such tragedies in our 
country. President 
George W. Bush high-
certain types of semiautomatics 
expired Monday Sept. 13, 2004, 
according to constitutioncenter. 
org. It is now legal and e<isier 
for people to access the weapons 
that were once banned. Though 
some opponents argue that the 
ban wasn't very effective, it still 
probably protected many citi-
zens while it was instated. 
Our View: 
Either way, cliche speeches 
about his concern frustrate us. 
Though this particular 
shooting wasn't done by a semi-
automatic, it was still a reflec-
tion of the need for more gun 
control. Imagine if lhe gunman 
had been using a semiautomat-
ic? Many more lives would have 
been lost. People die every day 
from gun wounds. 
This is something 
that has really gotten 
lighted a brave secu-
rity guard, Derrick 
Brun, who lost his 
life in order to pro-
tect students. This 
unarmed hero con-
fronted Jeff Weise, 
the gunman, and in 
Tlie rece1it Minnesota shooting 
is a re1ninder that we desper-
ately need 1nore gun control. 
out of control in our 
country anti it makes 
us feel helpless at The 
l lilltop. Collectively, 
we can't really do 
murh about the prob-
lem so we would 
exchange lost his life, 
' according to CNN. 
u As we help the families 
in this community, we must 
do everything in our power to 
prevent tragedies like this from 
happening," Bush said in a 
speech Monday. His comment 
prompted frowns at The Hilltop 
because we think more can be 
done on the government's part. 
The io-year gun ban on 
I DEAR HILLTOP, 
I'm glad you rovered the 
story on the recent shooting in 
Minnesota, but I an1 concerned 
because you left out some very 
important points and missed 
an opportunity to separate 
The Hilltop from every other 
commercial media source in 
the country who has covered 
this story since the shooting 
occurred. 
I think it's iinportant that in 
the next fe\\ days you discuss the 
differences between Columbine 
and Red Lake, M.N. 
While I don't have the exten-
sive research, a common sense 
developed from visiting some of 
' the reservations in Minnesota 
tell me that the situation of 
It was the responsibility of 
Congress to bring up the gun 
ban and vote to continue it. If 
gun control was such a priority 
to President Bush, why wouldn't 
he push for the gun ban to be 
reinstated or make it more of a 
priority? 
Many will point to his 
heavy campaign funds from 
the National Rifle association. 
Native Americans on these res-
ervations is much different than 
the situations of the people in 
Columbine (I guess you may 
be able to see Michael l\1oore's 
"Bowling for Columbine" to get 
somewhat of an insight into that 
town). 
But my instinct and what-
ever historical knowledge I've 
acquired in my 21 years, both 
tell me that the struggles of an 
all white, upper-middle-class 
town in "Anywhere, USA .. are 
miniscule. relatively. 
Alcoholism, poverty, apathy 
and hopelessness that not even 
African Americans can under-
stand, all exist on nearly every 
reservation in the U.S. 
I'd hope that you, as jour-
nalists, can take the time to 
like to see our lead-
ers make gun control 
more of a priority. 
Just as l\tichacl Moore's 
.. Bowling for Columbine" illus-
trates, we li\'c in a culture of fear 
and gun ownership is aln1ost a 
must for nmny cominunities. 
Our spirits lower every time we 
read about a shooting. We need 
to get to the root of the problems 
causing crime and work on gun 
control. 
look into such a complex issue 
and report it in truth instead of 
going the easy way and report-
ing it based on the perspertives 
:ind inforn1ation of the national 
media. 
This is an event unlike 
Columbine or any other recent 
event. This is a reflection of what 
has and is happening to Native 
Americans who feel trapped in a 
land that is rightfully theirs. 
While they are much more, 
they are, for all intents and pur-
poses, living as a rolonizcd peo-
ple. They deserve The Hilltop to 
stand up and say what no one 
else is saying. It's not too late to 
do so. 
Sincerely, 
Brian Kasoro 
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Advertising Geared Towards Urban Consumers 
Y RAYNA LUCIER 
·ontrib111ing Writer 
Fron1 ·'thugged out" puppets, to 
~tang talking fast food consumers, it is 
evident that many business cnt!.'rprises 
, nd their advertisers ha\'e found a new 
arget. 
According to the Z..larketing Profile 
for Z..1PA, the ever growing black popu-
lation now represents 13 percent of the 
1.S. population and is expected to expe-
rience a 30.6 percent increase by year 
1008 which is greater than the overall 
24.8 percent increase that the U.S. is 
expected to receive also by 2008. 
According to the Unh·ersi~ of G.:orgia 
S(llig Center for Economic Growth, 
Afril~1n American buying power in the 
U.S. is expected to reach 965 billion dol-
lars by the year 2009. 
These enticing numbers have trig-
gered a contagious explosion of interest 
in the urban American con1munity. "You 
sec blacks taking a 1najor role in com-
1nercials now. At first they (blacks) were 
the friends asking about the product and 
now they're the ones that are using it," 
senior marketing nlajor Bruce Douglas 
said of the pre,·alencl' of blacks in popu-
lar conuncrcials. 
Brandweek reported that since the 
year 2000, the Z..lcDonald's corporation 
hcgan tailoring its advertisements to its 
Plack consumers, who make up 15 per-
·ent of its consumer market With salutes 
to :Martin Luther King and sweepstakes 
to for a family vacation to Kenya, the 
·ast food juggernaut began catching the 
ttention of il'> desired audience. 
"\\'e wanted to make sure that we 
re saluting and supporting the com-
111nitics in which we operate,'· Brenda 
furner, the director of African-American 
consun1er marketing for McDonald's, 
t 
Some Pharmacists Refusing 
Birth Conlrol Prescriptions: 
Report 
Clai!ning that filling birth control 
prescriptions would violate their reli-
gious beliefs, some pharmacisl8 across 
the United States arc balking at the 
practice, the H'ashi11gto11 Post reported 
:Monday. 
"No one knows exactly how often 
that is happening," the newspaper 
said, while citing publicized cases in 
California, \Vashington, Georgia, 
nlinois, Louisiana, l\lassachusetls, 
Texas, New Hampshire, Ohio, and 
North Carolina. But advocates on both 
sides say the practice appears to be 
spreading, the Post reported 
The burgeoning controversy has 
explained to Brandwcek. Earlier this year 
McDonald's began the heavy promotion 
of its Chicken Selects, a new addition to 
the menu. Carlynda Smith, a sophomore 
advertising major, commented on one 
commercial that portrays a young black 
woman e1ting the product 
When a friend of hers attempts to 
grab a piece of the chicken she snatches 
back her food and loudly exclaims "You 
Better Don't!" "It was actually funny at 
first, but then when you really listen to 
it you can't really understand what she's 
saying. 
This is giving 
off the impres-
sion that blacks 
are attitudinal > 
and are always 
using slang. " 
Though 
African 
Americans/ 
Blacks are becom-
ing highly visible 
in the American 
media are they 
being a portrayed 
in a light that 
truly represents 
\'<ho they are? 
Darius Lyles a 
sophomore film major says,''The best 
portrayal of African Americans recently 
would have to be for the newestJordans, 
because the commercial is not necessar-
ily targeting Blacks, its just selling the 
shoes." 
One of the most popular characters 
that has risen out of this advertising 
trend is the Sprite puppet named Thirst, 
who sports an Afro and a platinum 
chain, and also mingles with the likes of 
Lebron James. 
According to a Coca Cola Company 
sparked statehouse debates 
nationwide as politicians move 
to pass laws either protect-
ing the pharmacists' rights or 
forcing them to carry out their 
duties, the newspaper said. 
Pharmacists who refuse 
to fill birth control prescrip-
tions often face dismissal or 
other disciplinary action. On 
the other side are teenage girls 
and woman who desperately 
call their doctors after being 
turned away by druggists, 
some of whom cite religious 
doctrine, the newspaper said. 
The issue, the Post said, is likely 
to intensify if the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration approves over-the-
counter sales of the so-called "Plan B" 
morning-after pill. The plan to sell Plan 
B this way would nlake pharmacists the 
gatekeeper, the newspaper said. 
The American Pharmacists 
Association recent!:. reaffirmed its 
policy that pharmacists can refuse to 
fill prescriptions only if customers can 
get their medications by some other 
methpd, the Post said. 
Kidney Victim Toll Rises in 
Fla. 
Florida health investigators are 
still trying to detennine the common 
press release, Thirst is said to be a reflec-
tion of the diverse culture of the teenag-
ers of todav, and is the embodiment of 
what it means to "Obey Your Thirst." 
Freshman undecided major Tanisha 
Edwards believes that comn1ercials such 
as these prove that African Americans/ 
Blacks are not portrayed fairly in com-
mercials. 
"America still does not truly know 
how the African American culture is and 
operates, making it impossible to accu-
rately portray them in a fair and positive 
nature," says Edwards, "In consequence 
activity at two recent state fairs that 
connects 1nore than a dozen people, 
mostly children, who now have a life-
threatening kidney infection. 
The number of patients across five 
counties jumped to i5, with more cases 
expected, said Florida Health Secretary 
John Agwunobi. Eleven of the ill are 
children younger than 10; the adults 
are older than 40, the St. Petel'sburg 
Times reported. 
The victims live in Orange, 
Seminole, Collier, \·olusia and Pasco 
counties and all recently attended the 
Central Florida Fair in Orlando or the 
Florida Strawberry Festival in Plant 
City. 
All had diarrhea within the past 
two to three weeks and all tested posi-
tive for a specific strain of E. coli, or 
showed signs of having hemolytic ure-
mic syndrome, or HUS, a fairly infre-
quent complication arising from an ini-
tial infection of the E. coli bacterium, 
Agwunobi said. 
At len:st three children were report-
ed in l ritical condition in Orlando hos-
pitals. One adult was also hospitalized 
in Orlando. 
Ne'v Therapy Seems to Block 
Cat Allergies 
By fusing a human immune sysl· 'm 
chemkal with the allergen that makes 
\HO\ 1· .. ~"'"·&llKlnndon.ro.ukhorklind~.­
Rh.":11 f. ••".infO"iorld.rom 
Many companies, like McDonald's 
and Sprite, realize the value of the 
hip-hop generation and are allocat-
ing advertising dollars to pursue 
this influenclal demographic. 
non-blacks are misled about how bh\cks 
really are." 
Both the Coca Coln Company and 
the McDonald's corporation are cli-
ents to the same advertising federa-
tion. Burrell Communications, the larg-
est black owned advertising agency in 
the country, is responsible for a bulk of 
commercials and promotional ideas for 
both of the companies. 
"I assumed that the advertising 
agency was black owned, they know how 
to attract they're audience" says Jenea 
Robinson a sophomore public relations 
major. ~Even though it may seem derog-
atory they are still reaching they're 
target, which is the main point." 
son1e people sensitive to feline dander, 
California scientists say they've figured 
out a way to block cat allergies, accord-
ing to a report in the April edition of 
the journal Nature ft.fedicine. 
This novel approach may ulti-
mately benefit people with severe food 
allergies as well, wrote the research-
ers at the University of California, Los 
Angeles. 
Allergy expe1ts estimate that 
14 percent of children 6 to 9 years 
old are allergic to cats, according to 
the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, which participated 
in the research. 
The treatment involves an engi-
neered molecule that fuses the feline 
protein Fe! di that causes the misery 
among allergy sufferers, along with 
a piece of a hun1an im1nunoglobulin 
(IgG) protein that blocks allergic reac-
tions. . 
The resulting nioleculc 1:1beled GFD 
was tested in mice that h.'.ld been bred 
to be allergic to cats. Once injected, the 
mice reacted to cat dander much like 
mice that had never been allergic, the 
scientists said. 
C01npiled by Erica Willia1ns 
Life & Style Editor 
Courtesy ofwww.yahoohealth. 
com & www.healthday.com 
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Live ... . 
Laugh .. . 
And Love 
Live well dear 
friends 
In all you do, 
Tho' paths be old 
Or paths be new, 
But to yourself 
Be ever true, 
Live well! 
Laugh often 
friends 
Tho' passing 
years 
Bring, some 
times, smiles 
And, sometimes, 
tears, 
For mirth for 
ever 
Warms and 
cheers 
Laugh often! 
Love much dear 
friends 
For love will 
bring 
The healing joy 
And hope of 
Spring, 
Where pain and 
fear may never 
dwell 
Nor anguish 
touch .... 
And so Live \\•ell, 
Laugh often too, 
And more, dear 
friends, 
Love much! 
By John McLeod 
The Office of Student Activities and the Religious Fellowship 
Council presents ... 
A service in consideration of 
Inte . national Disasters and Student Organizations 
who have contributed to world causes 
Wednesday, March 30, 11:00 a.m. 
Blackburn Center Ground Level 
Please come join with us in a ceremony of remembrance and 
recognition. 
Any questions please cal1 (202) 806-7000 
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The Agony of Defeat 
M' \lrredo f"\lrtlla · Gtlt) lma~cs 
U.S. defender Gregg Belharter hangs his head after Mexico defeated U.S. 2-1 for the FIFA 
World Cup Germany 2006 South American qualifying on Sunday. The Americans take on 
Guatemala today in another World Cup Qualifier at Legion Field in Birmingham, Ala. The 
game starts at 8 p.m. ET. U.S.A. are currently second in their group behind the Mexicans. 
AFL Provides Year-Round 
Outlet for Football Fans 
BY MORGAN NEVILLES-MOORE 
Contributing Writer 
A simple diagram scribbled by former NFL 
marketing genius James F. Foster onto a manila 
envelope has developed into what we now know 
as Arena Football. On February 11, 1981, he out-
lined an indoor football field over an ice hockey 
rink and created the first indoor hybrid for the 
country's most popular sport. 
The AFL (Arena Football League) is designed 
to emulate the NFL so that fans can enjoy the 
sport of football for longer than the regular sea-
son. The equipment is the same; both balls are 
manufactured by Spalding and are equal in size 
and wei6ht. The field is an indoor padded surface 
eighty-five feet wide and fifty yards long with eight 
yard end zones. Goal posts are nine feet wide with 
a crossbar height of fifteen feet (NFL goal posts 
are 18-1/2 feet wide with the crossbar at 10 feet). 
Each game is played in four fifteen minute quar-
ters and a fifteen minute halftime, with the excep-
tion of all games played on NBC. NBC halftimes 
are twelve minutes in length. 
" I've seen a couple games here and there. It's 
not much different than the regular games," said 
Junior Civil Engineering major Brandon White. 
On June 19, 1987 the Inaugural four-team 
league -- Chicago Bruisers, Pittsburgh Gladiators, 
Denver Dynamite and Washington Commandos, 
became official. The first game was a showcase 
game between the Chicago Bruisers and the Miami 
Vise at Rosemont Horizon before 8,257 specta-
tors. Over the next few years the number of teams 
grew and the game became wildly popular with 
year-round football junkies. 
"I enjoy football period, so naturally I was real-
ly excited when the Philadelphia Soul came about. 
Just one more thing Philly can be known for," Said 
Sophomore RTVF major Anwar Rodgers. 
In 1997, on the league's tenth anniversary, 
the total attendance since 1987 topped 5 million 
and surpassed one million for the season. ESPN's 
telecast of Arena Bowl X between Tampa Bay and 
Iowa was viewed in 1,037,582 households, setting 
the stage for what was to come for the AFL. 
''A lot of people don't recognize arena football 
as a real sport. I'm surprised that their ratings 
Indianapolis Firebirds quarterback, Adrian 
McPherson is hoping to make his way into 
the NFL by playing in the AFL. He played at 
Florida State, but was embroiled in off-field 
issues while there. He is entering this year's 
NFL Draft. 
are that good," said freshman undecided Andrea 
Colen1an. 
As attendance rises, so does the number of 
teams beirig added to the league. 
"Mad people really think that the AFL is where 
washed up NFL players who never made it go. Its 
nothing like that at all and most of ithe guys play-
ing are really tight. That's what makes the sport so 
popular," said Junior Advertising major Christina 
Moore. 
The AFL is expanding and the NFL is taking 
notice. On February 8· 1999 the NFL agreed to an 
exclusive option to purchase an equity interest in 
the AFL. New Orleans Saints owner To1n Benson 
was the first to purchase an AFL membership 
under the newly adopted amendment to the NFL 
rules. 
The AFL & NBC Sports declared an exclusive 
agreement to become revenue sharing partners 
in a historic national television contract begin-
ning with the 2003 season. The deal included 
the broadcast of 71 gan1es, including playoffs and 
Arena Bowl every Sunday. Scheduled gan1es for 
the AFL can be viewed on NBC sports and AFL 
Net. 
Apparently, James Fosters' drawing worked. 
IB3~rn ~P~ ~Thl®~ 
Softball - The Howard University Lady 
Bison had their game against Canisius College 
cancelled yesterday. The game was to have been 
played at Banneker, but was postponed because 
of soggy playing conditions. The Lady Bison ne:-.t 
play Longwood University at Banneker tomor-
row at 1 p.m. 
Lacrosse - The Lady Bison take on 
Shippensburg today at Greene Stadium in what 
is a very important match-up. The Lady Bison 
are coming off two tough losses at the hands of 
the Virginia Tech last week and U.C. Davis Aggies 
on Saturday. Last week, the Hokies improved to 
5-2 as they scored a thumping 21-4 victory over 
the Lady Bison. The Ladies then lost again 13-7 
at the weekend as l\1eagan Fitzgerald, Synister 
\\Tashington. Dominique Browner. Brittany 
l\1erritt and Iran1 Abdullah all scored for Howard. 
Today's game begins at 4 p.m. 
Students Excited About NFL Kickoff Weekend 20 5 
BY KAIA KARAMOKO 
Contributing Writer 
With last season's SuperBowl a distant mem-
ory, football fans are eager to get this year's fes-
tivities started. Although it is just March, some are 
already asking questions. Will the New England 
Patriots win for the fourth time in five years? \Vill 
the Eagles finally get over the hun1p? Or, will son1e 
unknown quantity rear its head from the pack and 
prove victorious? 
"I usually don't watch pro-football, I am a col-
lege sport fan (Go! University of Miami). But last 
year's SuperBowl had me on the edge of my sofa; 
so, I'm ecstatic about the 2005 NFL season;· said 
Tekia Coney, junior finance major. 
Kickoff 2005 Weekend, NFL fans will get 
a brief taste of what this year's season has in 
store. With matchups such as the New England 
Patriots vs. Philadelphia Eagles, Atlanta Falcons 
vs. Indianapolis Colts, San Diego Chargers (Drew 
Brees) vs. Green Bay Packers (Brett Favre), and 
the Philadelphia Eagles vs. Pittsburgh Steelers. 
The NFL champion Patriots will open its sea-
son this year on Sept. 8, with a home game against 
the Oakland Raiders. 
The Thursday night season opener has become 
a NFL tradition. This will be the fourth of its kind 
and other Thursday night openers were played in 
the Giants Stadium, FedEx Field, and, last year at 
the Gillette Stadium. 
"I don't mind the Thursday night openers; 
8) Ja\.On Ret-d · Rl'uttl":\ 
Michael Vick (L) and Donavon McNabb will 
square-off In the first Monday night game of 
the 2005 NFL season. 
H) (.'laudJo c·r-ui l 'ht ,,.,4Kiah·d p~ .. , 
For the first time in its 86-year history, the NFL will play a regular-season game outside the United States on October, 2 when the Arizona 
Cardinals host the San Francisco 49ers at Aztec Stadium in Mexico City. 
I have a treat before my weekend is truly here. 
Besides football is football, whether its Tuesday 
or Saturday, ya' feel n1e," said David Coleman, 
junior physical education major and a member of 
Howard's football team. 
Coleman explained that this season will be 
exhilarating because of the high-profile match-ups 
that will take place between players all year. 
There will also be opportunities to watch some 
of the best players in the history of the game. 
Quarterback Peyton Manning broke Dan Marino's 
twenty-year record of 48 touchdowns last season; 
Peyton threw 49 touchdown passes. Similarly, 
This season Brett Favre can surpass 50,000 yards 
and 400 touchddowns in his career. 
While some students are interested in the 
records that will be made or surpassed, others are 
interested in the emergence of newly recruited col-
lege players, the development of last year's rook-
ies, and the methods of new coaches. 
"Making the transition from college football 
to pro football is just what it is, a journey," said 
Ugochi Chukwuocha, sophomore nursing major. 
"Young players add to the game. Take at 
a look at Allen Iverson or Kevin Garnett and look 
at what they've down for their sport. You see they 
same thing in football," added Chukwuocha. 
Two of the league's impressive young running 
backs, Steven Jackson of the St. Louis Rams and 
Kevin Jones of the Detroit Lions, will square off 
during the preseason and will be hoping for post-
season success. Jackson has already been named 
the starting running back in St. Louis; taking over 
a position held by incumbent Marshall Faulk for 
the better part of a decade. 
"How will the young players adapt, next to 
veterans and on a new playing field, is what has 
my interest. Plus I heard l\iliami has a new coach-
what's that going be like?" said Charles Mills, 
junior math major. 
Only time will tell. 
In announcing the opening weekend's nation-
al TV schedule, the league placed NFC champion 
Eagles on the road for the first Monday night game. 
Philadelphia will be at Atlanta in a ren1atch. 
For the Sunday night gan1e on ESPN, 
Indianapolis will be at Baltin1ore on the first 
weekend, and Dallas is at San Diego for the Fox 
afternoon doubleheader on Sunday Sept. 11. The 
NFL is alsc e>..-perimenting with a game between 
the San Francisco 49ers and Arizona Cardinals in 
Mexico City. 
The remainder of the 2005 schedule will be 
announced next month. 
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